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Purdue Black Caucus of Faculty and Staff 

 

April 18, 2020 

 

Dear Students, Colleagues, Friends, and Honored Guests, 

 

I greet you with a combination of enthusiasm for the accomplishments our students have garnered and sadness that, for the first time in 45 
years, we will miss seeing your beaming faces and exuberant celebrations in person. By now, you’re all aware how the stay-at-home and 
shelter-in-place orders impacting our nation have shuttered award programs and commencement activities across the country. We know this 
is the best strategy to slow the collateral land devastation made possible by Covid-19. And yet, it is still the case that we would have chosen 
to be together rather than apart, given our own inclination. 

 

We, the Purdue Black Caucus of Faculty and Staff, extend our heartiest greetings and welcome to our re-imagined, 45th Annual Academic 
and Service Award Celebration. Our research suggests this program is one of the largest of its kind anywhere in the country. We know this 
event to be the largest University-wide, trans-disciplinary annual awards program that is planned and executed solely by faculty, staff, and 
volunteer contributions. We are in the privileged position of honoring almost 200 students for their academic excellence, extraordinary 
service, and exceptional leadership. All honorees, in one way or many, have thrived in this place we call our academic home, sometimes 
because of and other times in spite of…but thrive they have and will. 

 

A special thank you for your tangible and intangible support of your students, our outstanding honorees. The Academic and Service 
Awards Program is the Caucus’ signature event, made possible by the many contributions, both in-kind and monetary, from faculty, staff, 
university administration, parents, and friends. Your support shows up vividly in your ads for this interactive program and brochure and 
we invite you to support our university, businesses, and contributors that made this celebration possible. 

 

It is our fervent desire that you experience the joy and pride in seeing your students’ efforts realized in the re-imagined awards program 
you’ll find between the covers of this brochure. We certainly have. And please, please encourage your returning students to reach out to 
any one of our Purdue Black Caucus of Faculty and Staff employees. The empirical research evidence for your student reaching out to us 
is strong and clear, particularly for first-generation students and students of color. “Indeed, no other factor plays as strong a role for stu-
dents of color” who note“faculty interactions encourage them to engage more with learning, try harder, and meet high academic expecta-
tions” ( Kezar & Maxey, 2014, p. 32). Decreased dropout rates and persistence toward degree completion are among the strongest out-
comes of faculty-student interaction (Kezar & Maxey, 2014). 

Hail Purdue! 

All my best, 

Dr. Sandra Sydnor, Chair 

Purdue Black Caucus of Faculty and Staff 

Kezar, A., & Maxey, D. (2014). Faculty matter: So why doesn’t everyone think so. Thought & Action, 2014, 29-44  
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Mr. Taylor graduated from Purdue University with a BS in Accounting with Distinction. He is a strong advocate of  
improving education for minorities and enjoys speaking to students about maximizing opportunities regardless of their 
surroundings. In 2012 he was awarded the Entrepreneur of the Year Award from Purdue’s Krannert School of  
Management and was the Commencement Speaker for the 226th Purdue University Graduation in August 2015. He 
remains committed to his alma mater and is Member of the Dean’s Advisory Council for the Krannert School of  
Management.  
 
In 1996, Shawn started his own company, Family EATs Limited Partnership (FELP), and became a Taco Bell  
franchisee where he acquired, owned, developed, and operated as many as 33 Taco Bell locations in the Houston 
market. FELP became the largest African-American owned Taco Bell franchise with sales approaching $30 million 
and over 500 employees. In 2002, Shawn guided the organization through a financial restructuring process as a result 
of adverse brand-wide negative publicity that reduced year over year sales 25%, and led the successful turnaround of 
the business. From 2003 to 2006, FELP’s revamped team achieved significant/break-through results without the  
addition of new restaurants. He increased year over year sales and profitability by 28% and 48% respectively,  
exceeded all debt covenants annually, and reduced employee turnover while increasing all guest metrics. 
 
After successfully selling FELP in 2007 to take advantage of the demand for Taco Bell franchises, Shawn invested his 
time in non-profit organizations. In 2011, he became a strategic advisor to Houston Baseball Partners, LLC during 
their acquisition of the Houston Astros Major League Baseball team and helped with the rebranding of the franchise 
along with successfully rebuilding relationships with community leaders. Shawn subsequently became a limited  
partner in the Astros’ baseball organization, currently serves on the Board of Trustees for the Astros Foundation, and 
is the chairman of the Annual Astros Golf Classic. In early 2013, he became a franchisee with Zaxby’s Franchise, 
LLC, and is currently the President and CEO of Zaxby’s Houston, LLC, a multi-unit restaurant franchise. Shawn  
Initially led the acquisition of 3 locations in the Houston market, subsequently identified numerous strategic growth 
opportunities, and negotiated the largest development agreement in the Franchisor’s 25 year history to build 35 new 
locations in the Houston market. 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome & Opening—Dr. Sandra Sydnor, Associate Professor & Chair Black Caucus Faculty & Staff 

National Anthem & Black National Anthem— All Sing (Page 9 & 10) 

Introduction of Speaker— Ms. Henry Williams, Assistant Professor, Management 

Speaker— Mr. Shawn Taylor, President and CEO of Zaxby’s Houston, LLC 

Academic Awards— Dr. Zenephia Evans, Associate Dean Student Education 

Service & Leadership Awards— Ms. Lillian Evans, Diversity Specialist, Computer Science 

Clara E. Bell Award— Dr. David Rollock,  Head, Psychological Sciences 
 
Faculty/Staff  and Parent of the Year Award— Dr. Venetria Patton,  Head,  School of Interdisciplinary 
Studies 
 
Closing—Dr. Sandra Sydnor, Associate Professor & Chair, Black Caucus of Faculty & Staff 
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The Star Spangled Banner 
 

By Francis Scott Key 
 
 

Oh, say can you see, by the dawn’s early light, 

What so proudly we hailed 

At the twilight’s last gleaming? 

Whose broad stripes and bright stars, 

Through the perilous fight, 

O’er the ramparts we watched,  

Were so gallantly streaming? 

And the rockets’ red glare, 

The bombs bursting in air 

Gave proof through the night 

That our flag was still there. 

O say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave 

O’er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Lift Every Voice and Sing 

By James Weldon Johnson 

 

Lift ev’ry voice and sing, 

Till earth and heaven ring, 

Ring with the harmonies of Liberty; 

Let our rejoicing rise 

High as the list’ning skies, 

Let it resound loud as the rolling sea. 

Sing a song full of the faith that the dark past has taught us, 

Sing a song full of the hope that the present has brought us; 

Facing the rising sun of our new day begun, 

Let us march on till victory is won. 

 

Stony the road we trod, 

Bitter the chast’ning rod, 

Felt in the days when hope unborn had died; 

Yet with a steady beat, 

Have not our weary feet 

Come to the place for which our fathers sighed? 

We have come over a way that with tears has been watered. 

We have come, treading our path through the blood of the slaughtered, 

Out from the gloomy past, 

Till now we stand at last 

Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast. 

 

God of our weary years, 

God of our silent tears, 

Thou who hast brought us thus far on the way; 

Thou who hast by Thy might, 

Led us into the light, 

Keep us forever in the path, we pray. 

Lest our feet stray from the places, our God, where we met Thee, 

Lest our hearts, drunk with the wine of the world, we forget Thee; 

Shadowed beneath They hand, 

May we forever stand, 

True to our God, 

True to our native land. 
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The Black Caucus  

The Caucus traces its roots to discussions and informal meetings among African American faculty and 
staff on the Purdue University West Lafayette campus in the Fall of 1970.  The concept for an organized 
group of Black faculty and staff initially was circulated by Dr. Buchanan, who held the position of       
Coordinator of Black Student Programs at the time.  These discussions continued over the next few years 
until September, 1974, when faculty and staff members responded positively to a proposal from Mr. Sam 
Hay, Director of Africana Studies and Research Center, to develop a more formal organizational  
structure.  An ad hoc leadership group began planning for the goal with monthly meetings at the old Black 
Cultural Center. 
 
Under a constitution ratified in December 1974, African American faculty and staff members voted on 
April 17, 1975 to establish the Black Faculty and Staff Council of Purdue University,  and elected as its 
first officers Dr. Luther Williams (Chairperson), Ms. Marion Blalock (Vice Chairperson), Dr. Darlene 
[Clark-] Hine (Recording Secretary–Treasurer), Mrs. Helen Bass Williams (Corresponding Secretary), 
Mr. Kenneth McNight (Parliamentarian), Capt. Jerome Adams, Mr. Samuel Hay, and Ms. Phoebe     
Coleman (Members-at-Large).  Purdue President Arthur G. Hansen was duly notified later that month.  
By the Spring of 1976, the organization became known as the Black Caucus of Faculty and Staff. 
 
The basic purpose, goals, and objectives of the Caucus have remained consistent across the life of the   
organization, and are articulated most clearly in its Constitution and Bylaws (1984): 
“The purpose of the Purdue Black Caucus of Faculty and Staff shall be: 
(a) To identify and act upon those issues which affect Black people at Purdue University and the greater 

Lafayette community, especially as they relate to the function of the University; 
(b) To institute and maintain an effective and positive relationship between the University and its Black 

constituency both on and off campus; 
(c) To reinforce self-awareness among Black people by implementing programs and activities designed to 

achieve these aims; 
(d) To gather and disseminate information about available talent, opportunities, and activities that will 

provide the University with a comprehensive understanding of the dynamics of the Black experience; 
(e) To carry out other activities of a charitable and educational nature to promote the welfare of Black 

faculty, staff, and students.” 
 
From its earliest years, the Caucus undertook monitoring the number and status of African American staff 
and students at Purdue, providing mutual support, and engaging upper administration in planning for 
change and advancement on matters of concern.  One important, visible, and consistent function has been 
the Annual Awards Program.  Initially begun as an “Academic Support Fund Dance” that raised money 
for academic merit awards and a possible emergency loan fund, the Caucus distributed 30 “incentive 
awards” to Black students for the end of the 1975-76 academic year.  The Second Annual Academic   
Support Fund Dance honored 60 outstanding Purdue Undergraduates with cash awards, gifts, and         
certificated for excellence in scholarship, community service, and leadership.  Continuing its tradition of 
honoring students using only voluntary donations, this 41st Annual Program will honor over 150          
undergraduates of African descent at Purdue University. 
 

 
Purdue Black Caucus of Faculty & Staff 

P.O. Box 2935, West Lafayette, IN 47996-2935 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 Freshman Honorees  

Abebe, SeArre H. 

Akanbi, Wahab W. 

Akoro, Isabelle N. 

Atisso, Malaya V. 

Avilez, Christian J. 

Ba Oumar, Christopher M. 

Bafor, Adrian E. 

Battle, Lathia A. 

Bell, David K. 

Beverly, Nyles 

Chikwanda, Sampa 

Clark, Skylar T. 

Coe, Bryan I. 

Curry, Michael A. 

Davis, Jayden D. 

Dayhoff, Lilian 

Doerue, King 

Estes, Jason V. 

Ford, Quinn D. 

Grant, Marvin L. 

Hamilton, Elisha A. 

Hanley, Sean J. 

Herbert, Amanda M. 

Hewitt, Da'Joun M. 

Izah, Austin I. 

Jackson, Danielle L. 

Jackson, Teiko D. 

Janniere, Michael W. 

Jenkins, Jada C. 

Johnson, Jordan S. 

Johnson, Mamie R. 

Jones, Aidan P. 

Kpaka, Sulaiman V. 

Lewis, Brandon G. 

Lewis, Henry L. 

Livingston, Xander 

Long, Crishawn D. 

Lopez, Laura M. 

Malik, Naji A. 

McLaurin, Olivia A. 

Mevaa, Iman T. 

Mojekwu, Chibuogo K. 

College of Science 

First Year Engineering 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Education 

First Year Engineering 

First Year Engineering 

College of Science 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Health & Human Sci 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Health & Human Sci 

Polytechnic Institute 

First Year Engineering 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Agriculture 

College of Health & Human Sci 

Polytechnic Institute 

Exploratory Studies 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Agriculture 

College of Agriculture 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Science 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Liberal Arts 

Exploratory Studies 

College of Health & Human Sci 

Exploratory Studies 

First Year Engineering 

Exploratory Studies 

College of Liberal Arts 

First Year Engineering 

First Year Engineering 

Exploratory Studies 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Science 

Polytechnic Institute 

First Year Engineering 

College of Science 

First Year Engineering 

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 
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Freshman Honorees 

Moore, Raven 

Morgan, Jamil A. 

Moss, Zion K. 

Mullen, Zachary M. 

Nichols, Kendall G. 

Nwaobi, Chibuzor V. 

Offodile, Chimdi A. 

Onwuchekwa, Chukwuemeka O. 

O'Sullivan, Ethan J. 

Patel, Zill A. 

Patrick, Samora C. 

Philemon, Thwandall O. 

Pierson, Kya I. 

Pike, Hailey M. 

Pike, Hannah K. 

Redcross, Kyle M. 

Reeves, Jordyn I. 

Roberts, Cheyenne M. 

Robertson, Samuel S. 

Saeed, Ibrahim 

Samuel, Timothy O. 

Saunders, Khali T. 

Scales, Jeffrey 

Sheffield, Taylor J. 

Sloan, Grant M. 

Speights, Julian J. 

Spence, Kellen T. 

States, Vassa M. 

Strickland, Logan M. 

Tchamwa, Zenou P. 

Tegegn, Aaron Y. 

Thomas, Zacheriah B. 

Triplett, Chase L. 

Uwatse, Mejebi 

Vaquera, Dalilah 

Ward, Shaulay M. 

Washington, Maliq D. 

White, Malia C. 

Williams, Lance 

Williams, Malaika C. 

York, Syerra K. 

Young, Courtney P. 

Young, Jonathan E. 

College of Agriculture 

Polytechnic Institute 

First Year Engineering 

Exploratory Studies 

Polytechnic Institute 

First Year Engineering 

College of Health & Human Sci 

First Year Engineering 

Exploratory Studies 

First Year Engineering 

Polytechnic Institute 

First Year Engineering 

Exploratory Studies 

College of Pharmacy 

First Year Engineering 

College of Science 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Health & Human Sci 

First Year Engineering 

College of Science 

College of Pharmacy 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Liberal Arts 

Exploratory Studies 

College of Health & Human Sci 

First Year Engineering 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Liberal Arts 

First Year Engineering 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Health & Human Sci 

Polytechnic Institute 

Polytechnic Institute 

First Year Engineering 

Exploratory Studies 

First Year Engineering 

First Year Engineering 

School of Management 

College of Health & Human Sci 

First Year Engineering 

Exploratory Studies 

School of Management 

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

SOPHOMORE Honorees 

Abuelreish, Mohamed A. 

Addison, Kelly B. 

Ahonsi, Olohitare D. 

Al-Awadi, Zahra N. 

Appleton, Joshua M. 

Aregbe, Abidemi A. 

Asante-Appiah, Michael 

Asher, Jash J. 

Bah, Mohamed 

Balogun, Tabitha T. 

Beard, Jared K. 

Bellamy, Danielle N. 

Brantley, Jacob R. 

Buford, Shanise 

Bullard, Austin Z. 

Bullock, Alexis S. 

Butbul, Jonathan I. 

Chapman, Myles 

Coleman, Brian D. 

Comer, Stacy N. 

Darby, Anna R. 

Davis, Chyna D. 

Davis, Naomi M. 

DeLaine, Derek M. 

Delandro, Collette D. 

Desta, Mattewos D. 

Douglas, Dasia R. 

Douglas, Nadja R. 

Dunlop, Alexis D. 

Dunn, Griffin T. 

Dunston, Kayla J. 

Ellis, Emma E. 

Ellis, Emmani A. 

Ellis, Jayla M. 

Ewherido, Oghenetekevwe 

Ezenwa, Ogechukwu B. 

Fashola, Mohammed A. 

Fergus, Diego P. 

Fields, Emily R. 

First Year Engineering 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Health & Human Sci 

Polytechnic Institute 

School of Management 

College of Science 

College of Liberal Arts 

First Year Engineering 

College of Science 

First Year Engineering 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Pharmacy 

School of Management 

School of Management 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Health & Human Sci 

Polytechnic Institute 

School of Chemical Engineering 

School of Aero and Astro Engr 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Science 

College of Pharmacy 

First Year Engineering 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Pharmacy 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Agriculture 

School of Management 

College of Agriculture 

Polytechnic Institute 

First Year Engineering 

School of Chemical Engineering 

College of Agriculture 

School of Elec & Computer Engr 

First Year Engineering 

School of Management 

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 
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Sophomore Honorees 

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 

Fowler, Samantha N. 

Fox, Kallie M. 

Foy, Malcolm E. 

Gadia, Tavian A. 

Gbemiye-Etta, Ekpeme 

Gibson DuPerry, Andrea S. 

Gillis, William M. 

Grinnage, Arielle R. 

Henagan, Sydni N. 

Hodgin, Zackary S. 

Jack, Gwendolyn A. 

Jackson, Nicole 

Jaiteh, Alhagie K. 

James, Brittany V. 

Johnson, Izsadora E. 

Johnson, Jada C. 

Johnson, Lawrence 

Jones, Cherish L. 

Jones, Nadia M. 

Kadura, Eman I. 

King, Deja M. 

LaRue, Jaden S. 

Lawson, Gideon M. 

Marshall, Kristopher S. 

Martinez - Calderon, Marisol 

Mayes, Andrew K. 

McDonald, Maya R. 

McLaurin, Sydney M. 

McTyer, Marcus A. 

Meyer, Juliauna M. 

Mikell, Lauren 

Mildor, Breianna R. 

Mokube, Eric J. 

Moore, Kara A. 

Morrison, Joshua R. 

Morrison, Miya F. 

Muhammad, Nadiah T. 

Muhammad, Yasmeen A. 

Nalls, Sebastian S. 

Neal, Kayla V. 

Nivar, Gabriela S. 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Science 

First Year Engineering 

School of Management 

First Year Engineering 

School of Industrial Engr 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Health & Human Sci 

School of Chemical Engineering 

Exploratory Studies 

College of Health & Human Sci 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Liberal Arts 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Pharmacy 

Polytechnic Institute 

First Year Engineering 

Polytechnic Institute 

School of Management 

Polytechnic Institute 

Veterinary Technology 

School of Management 

First Year Engineering 

School of Management 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Science 

College of Pharmacy 

College of Health & Human Sci 

First Year Engineering 

College of Health & Human Sci 

School of Management 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Health & Human Sci 

School of Management 

College of Education 

College of Science 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 sophomore Honorees 

Nnatubeugo, Chinelo C. 

Nwogu, Onyinyechi B. 

Oketona, Ifeloluwa I. 

Olusola-Falodun, Bibire D. 

Orr, Bryce D. 

Osborn, Eric S. 

Patel, Deep A. 

Patel, Diyaben S. 

Pippens, Ebony M. 

Powell, Emani R. 

Price, Nakia A. 

Ricketts, Renae N. 

Riley, Nedinia M. 

Roberts, Kerris 

Robinson, Brian A. 

Rodgers, Leslie S. 

Russell, Chloe C. 

Schoch, Justin M. 

Scott, Stacia R. 

Sharp, Joniyah L. 

Sherrer, Alexis H. 

Singh, Ayushman 

Skipper, Kennedy A. 

Smith, MaKayla M. 

Spalding, Hunter A. 

Speed, Mario D. 

Spencer, Faith N. 

St Hilaire, Jamille B. 

Stanfield, Julian A. 

Steinhart, Maya R. 

Stewart, Savannah F. 

Stewart, Tiana 

Thomas, Jaylen L. 

Timmerberg, Javon P. 

Turner, Bradley E. 

Udora, Philip N. 

Ufomba, Chibuzo K. 

Valentin-Diaz, Kamilah M. 

Villafane, Raul A. 

Washington, Shawn V. 

Weaver-Young, Jaala G. 

Wilson, Chelsea M. 

Wilson, Danielle J. 

Winkler, Rachel A. 

College of Science 

Polytechnic Institute 

School of Management 

Polytechnic Institute 

School of Management 

College of Science 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Pharmacy 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Health & Human Sci 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Health & Human Sci 

School of Management 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Pharmacy 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Liberal Arts 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Science 

Veterinary Technology 

College of Science 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Health & Human Sci 

Exploratory Studies 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Agriculture 

College of Agriculture 

College of Education 

School of Management 

College of Health & Human Sci 

Polytechnic Institute 

First Year Engineering 

School of Chemical Engineering 

College of Science 

School of Elec & Computer Engr 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Health & Human Sci 

First Year Engineering 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Health & Human Sci 

School of Management 

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 
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JUNIOR Honorees   

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 

Adriaan, Cameron 

Agbara, Favour O. 

Aimiuwu, Izoduwa M. 

Alphonse, George K. 

Anderson, Aliza 

Balkcom, Charles M. 

Bradford, Brazzrael N. 

Bradley, Jordyn M. 

Bridges, Jordan J. 

Brisbane, Josiah R. 

Brokaw, Felice N. 

Brown, Allana V. 

Brown, Ryan 

Bushagour, Joseph R. 

Byrd, Julius E. 

Carey, Alainna S. 

Chambers, Evan P. 

Chatmon, Drewon D. 

Coats, Victoria B. 

Cole, Kennedy P. 

Corbett, Malcolm W. 

Croom, Sabria K. 

Crose, Kayla L. 

Davenport, Namaya S. 

Davis, Samantha J. 

Dejoie, Makenna K. 

Denny, Asher J. 

Dickman, Alexis R. 

Durden, Kayla J. 

Edwards, Chloe M. 

Eischeid, Shawna G. 

Ekanem, Kareem C. 

Emenim, Chinonso E. 

Farquhar, Tamara O. 

Finnell, Alena L. 

Florell, Jared V. 

Gibbs-Poe, Alexander J. 

Gomis, Alexis E. 

Gonzalez, Adriel 

School of Chemical Engineering 

School of Elec & Computer Engr 

School of Chemical Engineering 

Polytechnic Institute 

Polytechnic Institute 

Polytechnic Institute 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Health & Human Sci 

Polytechnic Institute 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Liberal Arts 

Polytechnic Institute 

School of Chemical Engineering 

First Year Engineering 

School of Management 

School of Management 

College of Health & Human Sci 

Polytechnic Institute 

School of Management 

College of Health & Human Sci 

Polytechnic Institute 

School of Management 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Education 

Construction Engineering Mgmt 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Agriculture 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Pharmacy 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Liberal Arts 

School of Management 

School of Management 

School of Management 

College of Health & Human Sci 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Junior Honorees   

Gunn, Edmund 

Harris, Jordan M. 

Harris, Jordan N. 

Harrison, Danielle M. 

Hatfield, Annika R. 

Helms, Selena N. 

Henry, Taylor N. 

Hicks, Malik E. 

Hodge, Natalie S. 

Hubbard, Byron J. 

Hulede, Mary C. 

Humes, Kassidy R. 

Ibrahim, Muhja M. 

Isom, Nia M. 

Jakpa, Toritsegbogwa O. 

Jefferson, Phoenix B. 

Kabba, Alia O. 

Kimera, Lynnet Francesca 

Kouame, Uel P. 

Kulali, Sharon J. 

Lamewona, Essenam D. 

Lee, Niyelle J. 

Lengel, Leah N. 

Lewis, Michael R. 

Lockhart, Jennifer E. 

Lofton, Kiersten E. 

Marchesani, Chloe C. 

Martin, Moriah 

Mayes, Elika N. 

McGhee, Steven K. 

Mendoza, Mariah S. 

Mielke, Alexandra C. 

Miles, Brielle N. 

Moore, Rondale D. 

Nnate, Uchechukwu E. 

Ogundiran, Jesse 

Osili, Arinze 

Ozor, Uchechukwu S. 

Patel, Seejay R. 

Patterson, Jessica R. 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Health & Human Sci 

School of Mechanical Engr 

College of Science 

College of Agriculture 

College of Liberal Arts 

School of Management 

School of Management 

School of Industrial Engr 

Polytechnic Institute 

School of Management 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Science 

School of Elec & Computer Engr 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Liberal Arts 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Pharmacy 

College of Agriculture 

College of Agriculture 

School of Mechanical Engr 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Health & Human Sci 

School of Management 

School of Management 

College of Science 

School of Management 

College of Liberal Arts 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Health & Human Sci 

School of Management 

School of Management 

School of Elec & Computer Engr 

School of Aero and Astro Engr 

College of Health & Human Sci 

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 
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JUNIOR Honorees   

Peterson, Abeo Z. 

Poole, Josiah M. 

Porter, Lindsay A. 

Pounds, Teanna L. 

Pyle, Victoria I. 

Ramsook, Jeremy P. 

Reese, Imani D. 

Roberts, Camryn M. 

Roberts, Dejah M. 

Roberts, Pierce A. 

Romero, Chloe M. 

Ruth, Rahmaan J. 

Samms, Paul J. 

Scheker, Mark A. 

Semexant, Jonael D. 

Simpson, Danielle N. 

Smiley, Jahna S. 

Smith, Kamri A. 

Smith, Olaoluwakitan E. 

Staples, Reece J. 

Taylor, Nigel J. 

Tchachito tema, Bill Steve 

Thomas, Taylor J. 

Thompson, Griffin S. 

Turner, Ella J. 

Uraechu, Ugochukwu C. 

Valencia, Karli M. 

Veley, Havalind 

Walker, Hudson D. 

Ware, Julia E. 

Weaver, Courtney J. 

Weke, Charity K. 

White, Destiny B. 

Williams, Korbin D. 

Wilson, Devonn T. 

Woods, Makayla 

X, Heru A. 

Yu, Christopher B. 

College of Liberal Arts 

School of Management 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Health & Human Sci 

School of Biomedical Engr 

College of Health & Human Sci 

Polytechnic Institute 

School of Management 

School of Management 

School of Chemical Engineering 

College of Pharmacy 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Health & Human Sci 

School of Elec & Computer Engr 

School of Management 

College of Pharmacy 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Health & Human Sci 

School of Management 

School of Mechanical Engr 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Pharmacy 

College of Liberal Arts 

School of Management 

College of Health & Human Sci 

School of Mechanical Engr 

First Year Engineering 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Liberal Arts 

School of Biomedical Engr 

Polytechnic Institute 

School of Nuclear Engineering 

College of Liberal Arts 

Polytechnic Institute 

School of Management 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Science 

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

SENIOR Honorees   

Aaron, Juel A. 

Abdalla, Omar A. 

Abdelsalam, Isra A. 

Abdul-Aleem, Anisah B. 

Acevedo, Sarah V. 

Adebonojo, Badejo 

Ajibade, Abdulrahman A. 

Allen, Camden M. 

Arthur, Alexia N. 

Atekoja, Zayyad 

Awobayiku, Blessing B. 

Babb, Jessica E. 

Baker, Marcus E. 

Barr, Mary E. 

Barrow, Austin J. 

Barry, Everett E. 

Bates, Summer L. 

Beamon, Travis R. 

Beaver, Unique T. 

Begbaaji, Toyosi A. 

Ben-Abdallah, Jasmine C. 

Benbow, Lauren E. 

Berry, Bernard G. 

Billingsley, Taya M. 

Bingham, Devin D. 

Biratu, Tomas H. 

Black, Maya M. 

Boler, Rachel E. 

Bowen, Kiana N. 

Bryant, Jade M. 

Buelow, Kaitlyn A. 

Burke, Christopher L. 

Campana, Ethan T. 

Campbell, Camille E. 

Campbell, Gabrielle A. 

Carter, Mya S. 

Chapman, David L. 

Chijioke, Chizorom J. 

Chikuni, Camilla L. 

Clark, Austin J. 

Clayton, Anyia R. 

Coats, Isabella B. 

Colston, John C. 

Cook, Erin L. 

College of Liberal Arts 

School of Biomedical Engr 

School of Chemical Engineering 

School of Mechanical Engr 

College of Agriculture 

School of Aero and Astro Engr 

School of Elec & Computer Engr 

School of Management 

Polytechnic Institute 

Polytechnic Institute 

Polytechnic Institute 

Div of Environ & Ecol Engr 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Agriculture 

School of Aero and Astro Engr 

Polytechnic Institute 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Science 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Health & Human Sci 

Polytechnic Institute 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Pharmacy 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Science 

College of Science 

Polytechnic Institute 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Health & Human Sci 

School of Chemical Engineering 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Pharmacy 

School of Management 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Liberal Arts 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Health & Human Sci 

School of Management 

Polytechnic Institute 

Polytechnic Institute 

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 
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SENIOR Honorees   

Cooper, Carl B. 

Cooper, Meagan Z. 

Cosby, Cyan C. 

Cosby, Jazen C. 
Cousins, Jordan D. 

Crain, Kasia S. 

Crawford, Marciela M. 

Davis, AnnaBell A. 
Davis, Janelle S. 

Davis, Jasmina A. 

Day, David L. 

Day, Kristen E. 

Debbabi, Sarra I. 

Denton, MacKenzie M. 

Donaldson, Chanise B. 
Dorsey, Myia M. 

Duke, Halina 
Elias, George M. 

Evans, Ariana M. 

Evans, Emerald J. 

Ezenwukwa, Nwadilora A. 
Fahrholz, Chynna N. 

Ferguson, Chyna M. 

Finan, Nicholas J. 

Frazier, Alicia K. 

Fulgencio, Maria d. 

Gaskin, Ethan A. 

Gichaba, Abigael N. 
Gilland, Samantha J. 

Gilmore, Assata M. 

Golden, Maxwell P. 

Goodwyn, Camille A. 
Hairston, Tiffany 

Harris, Kaia I. 

Harris, Korranda N. 

Harris, Mackenzie R. 

Hawthorne, Jana A. 

Hawthorne, Kayla A. 

Hegwood, Ceouna M. 

Henderson, Joshua M. 

Herczeg, Christopher A. 

Hibbler, Bryce X. 

Hill, Jeanette N. 

Howard, A'Dreana Marie R. 

Howell, Tylece A. 

College of Science 

School of Management 

College of Science 

College of Science 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Health & Human Sci 
College of Liberal Arts 

School of Management 

College of Science 

School of Management 

School of Management 

College of Science 

College of Health & Human Sci 
Polytechnic Institute 

College of Health & Human Sci 
College of Health & Human Sci 

School of Mechanical Engr 
School of Management 

College of Liberal Arts 

School of Chemical Engineering 

College of Health & Human Sci 
College of Liberal Arts 

School of Materials Engr 
College of Liberal Arts 

School of Management 

School of Agr and Bio Engr 

College of Science 

College of Education 

School of Management 

College of Health & Human Sci 
College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Education 

School of Management 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Health & Human Sci 
College of Science 

College of Health & Human Sci 
College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Education 

College of Science 

College of Science 

School of Chemical Engineering 

College of Liberal Arts 

Polytechnic Institute 

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Hughes, Morgan B. 

Hughes, Victor G. 

Hunter, Dwight 

Jammer, Kierra M. 

Johnson, Courtney Y. 

Kakraba-Ampeh, Kwesi 

Kelly, Jaelyn M. 

Kemet, Chinyere M. 

King, Adam M. 

Kittrell, Nicolette B. 

Kure, Daniel P. 

Lamar, Tyler E. 

Lewis-Singleton, Najah V. 

Livingston, Tyberius B. 

Maiga, Nafissa A. 

Malawo, Namaluba M. 

Malphrus, Henry T. 

Mankins, Jeremy M. 

Manning, Trystan S. 

Marondera, Shumirai S. 

Martin, John A. 

Martin, Joshua 

Matthews, Isabella R. 

Mbachu, Ephraim U. 

Mbachu, Prisca A. 

McCreary, Erin E. 

McDaniel, Lauren M. 

McDowell, Nicholas F. 

McGee, Mia C. 

McLaurin, Taylor R. 

Mesfin, Abigail K. 

Middleton, Wesley R. 

Mubarak, Jahi A. 

Murdock, Natalie C. 

Nau, Camille E. 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Science 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Agriculture 

School of Management 

School of Chemical Engineering 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Science 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Liberal Arts 

School of Industrial Engr 

College of Education 

College of Liberal Arts 

Div of Environ & Ecol Engr 

College of Science 

College of Science 

College of Education 

School of Management 

Polytechnic Institute 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Liberal Arts 

School of Biomedical Engr 

School of Biomedical Engr 

Polytechnic Institute 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Science 

School of Management 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Health & Human Sci 

School of Industrial Engr 

SENIOR Honorees   

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 
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Newton, Jessica L. 

Nuru, Maryam F. 

Obeng-Gyasi, Barnabas T. 

Obih, Shirley E. 

Ogbonnaya, Nneka A. 

Ogunkoya, Samuel Olufiyisola 

Ohanele, Chibuikem C. 

Ola, Oluwatobi A. 

Oliver, Kolby M. 

Otegbade, Oreoluwa A. 

Plutowski, Kali R. 

Pyer, Abigail E. 

Randall, Terrence J. 

Reed, Kylee M. 

Ruiz-Daquin, Nicole A. 

Rummage, Chelsie L. 

Sammur, Nadim A. 

Sandy, Carson R. 

Smiley, Alonzo T. 

Stephen, Jasmine N. 

Sturdivant, Brandon M. 

Tarrance, Courtney R. 

Taylor, Tyniquia S. 

Thompson, Jasmine L. 

Thompson, Michael J. 

Tillman, Angelic J. 

Tuey, Katherine E. 

Udegbe, Omozafe B. 

Udombeh, Akanimoh B. 

Upshaw, Angel N. 

Wells, Brandon J. 

Wetzel, Elizabeth M. 

Whitaker, Jamison T. 

Wilburn, Alyssa L. 

Williams, Zion J. 

Wisneski, Alyssa M. 

Woods, Savannah K. 

Young, Faith A. 

College of Agriculture 

School of Biomedical Engr 

College of Science 

College of Agriculture 

College of Health & Human Sci 

School of Elec & Computer Engr 

School of Elec & Computer Engr 

College of Science 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Agriculture 

College of Liberal Arts 

School of Elec & Computer Engr 

College of Health & Human Sci 

School of Management 

Polytechnic Institute 

School of Industrial Engr 

College of Health & Human Sci 

Polytechnic Institute 

College of Science 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Health & Human Sci 

School of Biomedical Engr 

School of Mechanical Engr 

College of Liberal Arts 

School of Materials Engr 

College of Health & Human Sci 

School of Elec & Computer Engr 

College of Health & Human Sci 

College of Liberal Arts 

College of Health & Human Sci 

Polytechnic Institute 

School of Management 

SENIOR Honorees   

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Professional student Honorees  

 

Adeniji, Daniel A. 

Appiagyei, Yaw B. 

Bolden, Claire E. 

Brown, Devonte D. 

Bullock, D'Asia D. 

Clark, Leah J. 

Evans, Destiny L. 

Fatunbi, Juliet E. 

Galloway, Brittany N. 

Gborigi, Abdulganiyu O. 

Harris, Annadele R. 

Hightower, Sharae L. 

Howard, Nicholas D. 

Latif, Zamir J. 

Njoroge, Annette N. 

Nnaji, Crystal I. 

Ojibah, Benedicta N. 

Potts, Miles V. 

Robinson, Elisha 

Shelton, Liberty-Ann 

Tekle-Wold, Sewlanchi 

Vaden, Breana N. 

Wellington, Ashley N. 

Wilhight, Christen L. 

Willis, William M. 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Veterinary Medicine 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Veterinary Medicine 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Veterinary Medicine 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Doctor of Pharmacy 

Veterinary Medicine 

NAME COLLEGE/SCHOOL 
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Special Awards 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Service and Leadership award 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

FRESHMAN SOPHOMORE JUNIOR 

Highest GPA In each Class Award 

SENIOR Professional 

Sturdivant , Brandon  

Baker, Marcus 

Davis, Janelle 

Henderson, Joshua 

Hunter, Brandon 

Mann, Gabrielle 

McCreary, Erin 

Verdeja Perez, Alexandra 

Clara E. Bell 

Pike, Hailey M. 

Jones, Aidan P. 

Young, Courtney P. 

Akanbi, Wahab W. 

Chikwanda, Sampa 

Neal, Kayla V. 

Fergus, Diego P. 

Roberts, Kerris 

Steinhart, Maya R. 

Weaver-Young,  
Jaala G. 

Valentin-Diaz,  
Kamilah M. 

Aregbe, Abidemi A. 

Asher, Jash J. 

Olusola-Falodun,  
Bibire D. 

Buford, Shanise 

Jefferson, Phoenix B. 

Bushagour, Joseph R. 

Valencia, Karli M. 

Davis, AnnaBell A. 

Livingston, Tyberius B. 

Davis, Jasmina A. 

Howard, Nicholas D. 

Shelton, Liberty-Ann 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

 

BLACK CAUCUS 
PATRONS  

 

Robert & Carolyn Perrucci 
 

David & Alysa Rollock 
 

Walmart 

 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                    26 

BLACK CAUCUS OF FACULTY & STAFF OFFICERS 
2020 

 

 
 

 
Natasha Watkins, Program Chair 
Johnny Brown, Member at Large 

Matilda Stokes, Fiscal Planner/Webmaster 
Bethany McGowan , Member 

Danielle Walker, Member 
Denise Whitford,  Member 
Zenephia Evans, Treasurer 

Ashley McCray , Parliamentarian 
 
 

 
Sandra Sydnor, Chair 

Natasha Watkins, Vice Chair 
Lillian Evans, Secretary/Historian                                                                                           

Zenephia Evans, Treasurer 
Ashley McCray, Parliamentarian 

Matilda Stokes, Fiscal Planner/Webmaster 
David Rollock, Member at Large  
Johnny Brown, Member at Large 
Venetria Patton, Member at Large 

 

AWARDS PROGRAM COMMITTEE 2020 



 

                                                                                                                                                                                                        

 

 

       Your Hard Work Has Paid Off! 
 

          We are so proud of You!    

           
Mom, Dad, Grandma, Auntie,  

& Phoebe 

Zackary Hodgin, 
We are very proud of 

you. Keep up the great 
work! 

  
Boilerup! 

 
Love you bunches, 

Mom, Dad, Grandma 
and Luke 
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We are so very proud of you ELLA JEAN MAE 
Much Love & Boiler Up, Mom and Dad 
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The School of Interdisciplinary Studies 
& 

The African American Studies and  
Research Center 

Congratulates the Purdue Black  
Caucus of Faculty and Staff on their 

45th Annual Awards  
Program for  

Academics and Service. 
 
 


